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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DEVELOPMENT VIRTUAL

CONFERENCE 2021:

THE ROLE AND PARTICIPATION OF YOUTHS IN BUILDING SUSTAINABLE
CITIES

BACKGROUND

Cities, as dense sites of heightened interaction between diverse groups, often exhibit in
concentrated form the tensions of poverty, inequality, and exclusion. Within the urban
context, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as well as New Urban Agenda
(NUA) aim to solve issues such as discrimination, unequal public space access, higher
risk for the spread of communicable disease, disparities in education access, poverty,
and hunger. If scaled-up, successful urban projects and policies have the potential to
improve the lives of many, of whom a significant proportion are children and
adolescents. Additionally, urban diversity provides a population with a wide range of
backgrounds that could provide crucial perspectives in strategizing effective solutions
that address the context of lived experience.

The power of voice is central to personal agency. Involving youths in the innovation of a
new urban design that improves residents’ quality of life is essential not only to holding
the urban spatial and social systems accountable for their role in reinforcing disparities
of income, safety, health, opportunity, education, and housing, but also to fostering a
generation of active participants in building a sustainable future with the resources to
pass on an even better future to their own children.

By 2050, it is estimated that around 68% of the world's population will live in cities and
urban areas. It is already evident in the Asia and Pacific region that the number of
urban dwellers are growing year on year as people migrate to cities to study, work and
live. It is also apparent that the region is currently experiencing a youth bulge, where
there's a vast and growing population of young people (between the ages of 18-30),
primarily in low and middle income countries. The youth population of Asia and the
Pacific is now estimated at 1.1 billion, which accounts for around 60% of the total
population.

Hence, young people are active partners for the realization of the SDGs especially as
they are recognized as important partners in the United Nations’ New Urban Agenda
(NUA) that aims to make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, and resilient
(SDG 11). In addition, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the
Compact on Young People in Humanitarian Action recognize young people as key
partners in advancing resilience to ensure disaster preparedness, reduce risks when
disaster strikes and as key contributors in all phases of humanitarian response. Young
people continuously identify emerging issues, offer solutions, and support evidence-
based action to accelerate progress on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DEVELOPMENT VIRTUAL

CONFERENCE 2021:

THE ROLE AND PARTICIPATION OF YOUTH IN BUILDING SUSTAINABLE
CITIES

OBJECTIVES

1.To create a platform for dialogue and brainstorming among youths on how they can
participate, leverage and contribute towards the goal of SDG 11 on Sustainable
Cities and Communities as well as the New Urban Agenda (NUA).

2.To discuss the role of higher learning institutions in the implementation of the SDG
11 especially in the Asia Pacific region.

3.To provide a platform for students and youths to discuss and share ideas on building
sustainable and resilient cities.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Participants will explore possible initiatives and partnerships with multi-stakeholders
in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 11 especially in contributing
to sustainable cities.

2.Participants will have a clearer understanding on howhigher learning institutions can
play a role in encouraging youths to work fowards achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) as well as implementing the New Urban Agenda (NUA).

3.Speakers will share their different views and ideas from different sectors and
eventually lead to proposal and suggestion of actions to take towards sustainable

and liveable cities.

More info at https://iydc.kpr.utar.edu.my/202]1
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HOSPITAL

UTAR established its Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences (FMHS) in 2009 to
educate and train medical students to provide quality healthcare services. As part of its
progressive development, the University is now setting-up a hospital in its Kampar
Campus that will offer quality and affordable medical and health services in both
Western Medicine and Traditional and Complementary Medicine including Chinese,

Ayurvedic and Traditional Malay Medicine. The hospital will also provide clinical training
for the FMHS MBBS, TCM and Health Science students.

The hospital will consist of an initial phase of 250 beds for Western Medicine and 100
beds for TCM and a future phase of additional 250 beds or more. There will be
facilities for out-patient and in-patient treatment, diagnostics and treatment, medical
and non-medical support, research and education, and administrative centres.
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Thank you very much for your kind donation.
Please email us a copy of the donation slip to Isjeneutar.edu.my for official
receipt within 2 weeks upon donation made.
For tax-exemption receipt from UTAR Education Foundation, please remember to
provide your name, NRIC and email address.

More info at https://iydc.kpr.utar.edu.my/202]1



